
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                     JUNE 5, 2016 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – THIRD  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 353 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, the way I pay attention is not all that helpful.  
My awareness is captivated by issues of propriety.  I attend 
mostly to whether or not I and others are being, thinking, 
feeling and acting in a correct manner.  My having this focus is 
what maintains the familiar world in which I live.  However, 
this focus also leaves me particularly unaffected by the work 
you do to make my life more human and spacious.  You are 
constantly offering me an acquaintance with components of 
my life that my focus excludes from my awareness.  These 
come as out-of-character feelings, thought-sequences, images 
and situations that are often surprising but also engaging.  I 
tend not to pay attention to anything that seems disorderly 
and unreasonable.  As a result, I do not explore and assimilate 
anything other than what my life now contains, even though 
what my life now contains often seems too constrained and 
constrictive. 
 

 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 
 

 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 7:11-17 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 251 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 265 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY   1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for June 12, 2016 
1 Kings 21:1-10 (11-14) 15-21a; Psalm 5:1-8; 

Galatians 2:15-21; Luke 7:36—8:3. 
 
FYI 
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This symbol is known as a “Triquetra.” 
It is a symbol for the Trinity. 
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Ordinary Time – 3rd after Pentecost (Luke 7:11-17) 
 This text is describing an action which God continuously works 
in us: a component of our life that is functionally dead to us is made 
to “rise” (the word translated as “rise” means “to waken, i.e. rouse 
[literally from sleep, sitting or lying, disease, and/or death; 
figuratively from obscurity, inactivity, ruin and/or nonexistence],” 
and then begins to “speak” (the word translated as “speak” means 
“to talk, i.e. to utter words).” There are three verbs in Greek 
meaning to talk or speak. This verb refers to a “harangue” [an 
extended or random speech expressing strong feelings]. 
 The context is that God is seeking to bring us the fullness of our 
particular life, to increase the number of participants that sit 
around our internal table, thereby expanding our self-talk, making 
it less idealistic and more accurate regarding the person we 
actually are. As part of this, God introduces us to aspects of our life 
with which we do not interact. A time will come when one or more 
of these parts of us “wakes up” and begins to “speak.” We might 
hear what it says to us in the words we actually say aloud, or in the 
conversations we hear in our head. This is how a part of us that was 
dead is given back to us, something that happens routinely 
whether we recognize it or not. 

When this part of us begins to speak, the conversation will begin 
with an expression of strong feelings. Perhaps what is spoken will 
be filled with pain or sadness; perhaps it will be filled with anger or 
resentment; perhaps what surfaces will be a longing. What is 
spoken will not likely be well thought-out or organized, and so it 
will appear as a harangue. As this part of us is listened to and heard 
and engaged, its speaking will amend, but not in the beginning. In 
the beginning, its emotional reality will need to be expressed. And, 
it will need to be received and heard because that is how this part 
of us will become real to us. As it becomes real to us, it will be 
possible for it to remain available and become useful. When 
unusual or unfamiliar feelings begin to surface in our speech or 
through the way we act, it would be helpful if we considered that 
God is raising some part of us that has been “dead.” God is working 
to include in our self-experience and our self-understanding 
something that will make us more complete. What gets in the way 

of this way of approaching our experience is the reality mentioned 
in the Prayer of Confession, that our awareness is so often captivated 
by issues of propriety, that plus the fact that we do not know that this 
being captivated is the case. It just feels “right” for us to stay with what 
we learned was “proper.” 

In this text Jesus is responding to his own compassion. I think God 
works the same way with us, and understanding this may help us 
here. God’s compassion is shown to us when feelings that are strong 
and are out of character for us begin to appear in our awareness. 
God has brought to life something that was dead to us, and does 
this as a way of bringing us together into a greater unity. When this 
occurs we are asked to consider this emerging not as an error or 
mistake, but as legitimate, and to attend to it in an effort to 
understand what it tells us about ourselves. We are asked to attend 
to what is expressed as an example of God’s bringing us the fullness 
of our own life. God’s companioning us in this way is an example of 
what God is and does. 

 [Jim Robie, 6-3-16, 3rd after Pentecost in cycle C, Luke:10:11-17] 

 
 


